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For afew hundred years the de Tosny family made their Norman mark and then... they were gone. But the de Tosny are remembered to this day in Conches-en-Ouche, 
the town they built in the Orne. 


Records have probably been a little bent by time, as the earliest were written many years after events. But monks writing in the 1070's or 80's both agree the first de 
Tosny of note was Raoul de Tosny |. According to Family lore Raoul was a nephew of Rollo, first Duke of Normandy. According to others he was a Frankish adventurer. 


The de Tosny family were always a troublesome crew... 





Norman knights battling, a bit later than XI century, but you get the idea 


Quarrels & banishment 


Raoul’s brother, Bishop Hugo of Rouen, gifted him church lands around Tosny along the Seine (across the river from Les Andelys), making Raoul the first seigneur de 
Tosny towards the end of the 10th century. 


Raoul was a monk before his brother granted the seigneurship. If he was anything like his decedents, Raoul was not blessed with a personality suited to quiet 
contemplation. This would be exactly the personality needed to provide powerful defences around Rouen, keeping out the marauding Franks and Flemish. 


It was not long before Raoul's branch of the de Tosny family were making some very strong marks on the history books. In 1013 Raoul with his son Roger, known for 
equalling his father's valour and rivalling him for ferocity’ were guarding the castle at Tilliéres for Richard II, Duke of Normandy. Then just a few years later, despite their 





hereditary status of Standard Bearers for Normandy, quarrels and intrigues earned them banishment. 


In exile 


The hot headed argument that caused this expulsion is not recorded, but happily exile did not entirely disagree with Raoul and Roger de Tosny. Raoul was welcomed by a 
mercenary force fighting to rid Apulia Cin Italy) From Byzantine rulers. 


Roger travelled south, knowing the Iberian Christians were in need of soldiers to defend themselves from the aggressive Moors and very generous to those who were 





successful. This dangerous time is known as the Reconquista. 


In Iberia, Ermesinde of Carcassonne Countess of Barcelona was recently widowed and governing as regent for her young son. With her power under threat, she backed 
Roger to use any means at his disposal to repel the Moors and re-establish her family's control of the region. 
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Ermesinde of Carcassonne, from 





her tomb in Girona 








To seal the deal he married Ermesinde’s very beautiful daughter Estefania, and set about terrorising Ermesinde’s foe with valour and savageness. He was a huge 
success, capturing many towns and castles, killing thousands and coming up with a uniquely horrible way of terrifying the enemy. Something so horrible it gained him 
the nickname Mangeur de Maures ‘Moor Eater’ 


The Moor Eater 


After each battle the captured Moors were bought before him. One prisoner would be pushed forward and before them all, cut in two. The bisected body was then 


boiled slowly and offered to the prisoners to eat. Roger would to take half of this human stew to his tent to apparently enjoy with his warriors. 


The wily Roger instructed the guards to allow a small number of prisoners to escape so that word of this awful deed would get back to the enemy. Of course news of 


these horrific dinners quickly spread. The marauding Moors and their King Musetus were not long in negotiating a peace with Ermensinde, countess of Barcelona. 





Scenes from the Reconquista, 18th century illumination 


By 1024 Roger and his father, considerably richer for their exile, had been welcomed back to Normandy by Richard Il. Raoul died, a good age for a medieval knight, soon 
afterwards. 


Roger | de Tosny was now a very rich and powerful man and he built a fort on lands gifted to him lat Vieux Conches, just west of Conches-en-Ouche today). But life for 
even the very wealthy and well-connected does not always run smoothly. 





History is vague about Roger's Iberian wife; she is thought to have died around 1018. He returned to Normandy a single man and quickly married Gotelina, the well- 
connected daughter of a friend. a 
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The miracle of Saint Foy 


There were many ways to die in medieval Normandy and tragically after a just a few years of wedded bliss (and quite a few children] Gotelina became seriously ill. 


lt was clear to all those around her that Gotelina could not survive. Her illustrious Family travelled frorn across Normandy to pay their respects, and to plan a Funeral. The 
castle was hushed. 


Among Gotelina's visitors was a Bishop with news from Aquitaine he knew he must share with Roger. The Bishop told of a holy virgin and martyr named Foy who worked 
wondrous miracles. Ihe Bishop was sure that if Roger pledged his wife to Foy’s powerful mercy with vows, she would be saved from death's eternal grip. 





The martyrdom of Saint Foy 


The problem of promises 


Desperate, God fearing and rich, Roger arranged for a Saint Foy holy relic to be sent from Aquitaine. As soon as it arrived he rushed to his young wife, who lay grey and 
silent as the Bishop prayed beside her. Roger placed the relic in the Bishop's hands and solemnly vowed that if Gotelina survived, he would take her to the Abbey Saint 
Foy with a generous gift for the saint. 


Suddenly Gotelina groaned, the first sound she had made in weeks, and opened her eyes as if from a deep sleep. Her first words were to ask why her family were 
standing all around her, weeping. Word spread quickly through the castle and there were cheers, soon followed by celebrations and quite a lot of local cider (we expect. 


But there was a problem with Roger's promise. Roger had many foes; in Normandy, in the land of the Franks (now France) and of course in Iberia, enemies who would be 
delighted to see him dead. If he left the safe haven of his lands at Conches, Roger and Gotelina would be in danger of ambush and capture. How could he keep his 
promise to Saint Foy? 


He very sensibly built a church for Saint Foy on his own land. The promise kept, Gotelina lived a rather longer life and produced many more children. 


Trouble, of course 





Roger and Gotelina went on to found the Abbey of Saint-Pierre-de-Castillon at Conches, inviting monks from the grand abbey at Fecamp to run it. As well as ensuring a 
place in heaven, having one’s own Abbey conferred great status on earth for the Lord whose patronage built it. 


There were a few unremarkable years while Roger built his abbey, grumbled at neighbours and took part in the occasional paid soldiering in Spain, but, probably to Roger 
de Tosny’s relief, they came to a sudden end. 


In 1035, Robert | of Normandy died travelling back from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, leaving a bastard son the heir to his Dukedom. Roger de Tosny was horrified to learn 
Robert had named illegitimate William his heir. He refused to serve the 8 year old Duke, or bow down to those charged with protecting William until he came of age to 
rule. 
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Robert on his way to Jerusalem. It’s not going to end well... 


Bloody civil war 


Roger was not alone in his rejection of William, and for the next few years Normandy was plunged into bloody civil war. Weakened, the Dukedom was also under attack 


from neighbouring Brittany. 


These bloody days of uncertainty suited Roger quite well. While William's supporters protected him, Roger set about extending his own domain by ravaging his 
neighbour's lands. Roger led a plot to kill William while he was out hunting but it was Foiled. As William's power grew, the rebellious de Tosny family were in increasing 


danger. 


There was one particular rival whose lands Roger was particularly keen to make his own. Onfray de Vieilles, count of Pont-Audemer was powerful and distantly related 


to William, whose claim to the Normandy Dukedom he fully supported. Onfray’s vast domains were dotted across Normandy. 


The last battle 


Roger started attacking and taking the de Vieilles properties. Onfray, thoroughly fed up with Roger's continual aggression and intrigues, sent two of his sons and a large 
troop to stop Roger for good. They attacked on 17 June 1060. 


Roger, still strong but an older veteran of many battles, was surprised by the assault. He defended himself with courage, fighting alongside his two eldest sons Helbert 
and Helinant. The de Tosny did not win the battle that day. Roger was savagely cut down, dying as he may have wished with his sword still in his hand. Both sons were 
injured and died shortly afterwards from their wounds. 


While Roger's death ensured a more peaceful time for the de Tosny neighbours, William's powerful supporters were leaving nothing to chance. The well connected and 





still young Gotelina was forced to marry Richard, Count of Evreux, and a close relation to the Duke of Normanay. 


A family tradition 


OF course this was not the end of the de Tosny family. Roger and Gotelina’s son Raoul Il carried on the de Tosny battling tradition. In 1054 age just 17 he fought for William 
at the battle of Mortimer, was exiled for quarrelling in 1063 then sufficiently back in Favour to accompany the Duke on his invasion of England in 1066. 


Raoul's efforts were well rewarded but he continued to be a battling, troublesome Normandy Knight until his death in 1102. 
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Raoul de Tosny Il was a Standard Bearer at the Batt! 


Ty Pe 


e of Hastings 1066, could this be him on the 


Bayeux tapestry? 


It was Raoul Il who built the castle whose remains still stand at Conches-en-Quche. He al 





so played a leading role in the Guerre das Belles Dames, the Battle of the 


Beautiful Women... But more about Raoul’s incredible career and the troublesome de Tosny another time. 





the remains of Raoul Il de Tosny’s castle at Conches-en-Ouche 


Notes 





The church of Saint Foy in Conches-en-Ouche was completely rebuilt in the 16th century. The Abbey of Saint-Pierre-de-Castillon suffered badly during the 100 Years’ 


War. Just a few remaining flying buttresses can be seen against the old Hotellerie. 


A less romantic version of the creation of the church and abbey at Conches has Roger bri 


nging back a relic frorn the monastery of St Foy at Conques, on his return from 


Iberia. He then founded the monastery, which acquired the name Conche, as in turn did his son Raoul de Tosny, Lord of Conches. 


The date of Roger's death comes from Guillaume of Jumiéges who recorded that “Rober 





tus de Grentesmaisnil’ died in the same battle as “Rogerius Ide Toenia]”, The 


necrology of the monastery of Ouche records the death “17 Jun” of “Robertus de Grentemesnil’” . 





The name de Tosny is also recorded as de Toeni, de Toine and probably quite a few more 
Some sources 





Proceedings of the Battle Conference on Anglo-Norman Studies: 1979 


variations. It was all a very, very long time ago. 
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The Normans in Europe edited by Elizabeth Van Houts 
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meee The marvellous Montgomery's of Sainte-Foy-de-Montgommery 
a This charming postcard of a Pays dAuge manor gateway took us to the hamlet of Sainte-Foy-de-Montgommery, a 
hidden Chateau and introduced us to possibly the loveliest Pommeau in the world. Here is our first postcard match. Set back 


discretely From the road, frarned by the gateway, Manoir de !Aumondiere retains her mystery. We have no idea why the... 





The ferocious history of chateau Saint-Germain-de-Livet 

Nestled in a soft green Normandy valley, could anything be more tranquil than chateau Saint-Germain-de-Livet? Probably not 
but this is Normandy and it doesnt take much digging to find a furious fighting past. Chateau Saint-Germain-de-Livet is no 
different, dont let it's pointy turrets and pretty tiled facade mislead you. Long long ago Xleme siecle, the llth... 





he marvellous Montgomery's of Sainte-Foy-de-Montgommery 


- 
This charming postcard of a Pays dAuge manor gateway took us to the hamlet of Sainte-Foy-de-Montgommery, a 

hidden Chateau and introduced us to possibly the loveliest Pommeau in the world. Here is our first postcard match. Set back 
d 








iscretely from the road, framed by the gateway, Manoir de !Aumondiere retains her mystery. We have no idea why the... 
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EXPLORING NORMANDY 


Monet's unquiet heart, in Etretat 


The Cliff, Etretat, Sunset, was painted in the early ... 
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Peasant life in Normandy, by Gertrude Kasebier in 1894 - guest 
photo blogger! 


Rabbit and poultry vendors Today our midweek photo post 


COMES ... 


The very special Calvados Domfrontais — a visit 


Anyone who has read our advice for what to do... 





The Neolithic mystery of Bretteville 


Just off the D901, down a narrow road hugged by ... Top 
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LA BASSE-NORMANDIE PITTORESQUE 
295. — Brefleville (Manche). 
, Les Dolmens (Allée couverte), - On remarque trés nettement sur le premier Jes traces de rigoles. 


The rampant ambition of Blanchard the balloonist, from Petit 
Andelys 


Jean Pierre Francois Blanchard was born in Petit Andelys, the ... 
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LE PETIT ANDELY, — Abside de l’Eglise.'- Ruines du Chateau Gaillard. - LL 





Ea aes - ae Lee Tragedy and a pig's punishment in medieval Falaise 


= The first time we saw this gateway was on an... 





27 — FALAISE — Porte des Cordeliers — LL 


How to become a Saint, or...the early life of St. Therese, the little Flower of Lisieux. 


We love when old postcards lead us on adventures to... 
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The curious incident of the poet in the sea, at Etretat 


A vintage postcard led us to a story about English ... 





The other legends of Saint-Ceneri-le-Geérei 
IF our postcard match doesn't look exactly right, it's because 


JWSE ce 


RECENT COMMENTS 


Donald Kemp on The other Dunkirk 


Williarn Kemp was my uncle. He lived latterly in Ab... 


Amanda DeVore (née Chamberlain) on The Footballers and forgotten chateau de Tancarville - a story of heritage in danger 


I'm one of these Chamberlains in America, and | ve... 
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Carole Neill on The other Dunkirk 


Would love to read your local newspaper 





cLean Welsh on The other Dunkirk 


My great grandfather was there commanding L compan... 





Pamela Montgomery on The marvellous Montgomery's of Sainte-Foy-de-Montgommery 


The information and the pictures are wonderfull I... 
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